Instrument Rating Syllabus

Requirements for Obtaining Your Instrument Rating:

1. Hold at least a current private pilot certificate appropriate to the instrument rating sought. 

2. Be able to read, speak, write, and converse fluently in English.

3. Hold at least a current third-class FAA medical certificate to apply for the certificate.

4. Pass the Instrument knowledge test with a score of 70% or better.

5. Undertake flight training as described in Flight Lessons 1 - 15 and Ground Lessons 1 - 10 found listed below. Many of the Flight Lessons will require more than one flight to make you proficient.

6. Receive a signed recommendation (8710) from a CFII that you are ready for an Instrument check ride.

7. Successfully complete a practical test, which will be given by an FAA-designated examiner.

Flight Lessons:

1. Cockpit Managment

2. Instrument Cockpit Check

3. ATC Clearances & Procedures

4. Basic Attitude Instrument Flying

5. Advanced Communications

6. VOR Navigation

7. NDB Navigation

8. DME & HSI Navigation

9. GPS Navigation

10. Precision Approaches

11. Non-Precision Approaches

12. Holding Procedures

13. IFR Cross-Country

14. Diversions

15. Checkride Check & Review

Ground Lessons:

1. Regulations regarding IFR operations

2. IFR Facilities & Information

3. ATC Communications & Clearances

4. Aviation Weather & Services Available

5. IFR Charts & Publications

6. Aviation Safety & ADM

7. Single Pilot Operations & CRM

8. Systems Review & IFR Emergencies

9. IFR Cross-country Planning

Instrument Written Review

Flight Experience Requirements For An Instrument Rating:

Under Part 61 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs), you must log a minimum of 

i. 50 hrs of cross-country time as PIC of which at least 

a. 10 hrs must be in airplanes for an airplane instrument rating

ii. 40 hrs of actual or simulated instrument time

iii. 15 hrs of dual flight training 

a. 1 cross-country of at least 250 nm along airways or ATC directed routing with: 

1. An instrument approach at each airport; and 

2. 3 different instrument approaches (ILS, ARNAV, GPS, VOR, NDB) 

b. 3 hours of flight training that is apropriate to the instrument rating sought within the 60 days prior to the practical test.

