VIII. AREA OF OPERATION: INSTRUMENT APPROACH PROCEDURES
NOTE: The examiner shall select TASKS A and B, to be combined with TASK C, D, or E. At least one non-precision approach procedure shall be accomplished without the use of the gyroscopic heading and attitude indicators under simulated instrument conditions. Circling approaches are not applicable to helicopters.   

A. TASK: NONPRECISION INSTRUMENT APPROACH (NPA) 

REFERENCES: 14 CFR part 91; FAA-H-8083-9, FAA-H-8083-15; FAA-S-8081-4; IAP; AIM. 

Objective. To determine that the applicant: 

1. Exhibits instructional knowledge of the elements of a non-precision instrument approach by describing 

a. selection of the appropriate instrument approach procedure chart. 

b. pertinent information on the selected instrument approach chart. 

c. radio communications with ATC and compliance with ATC clearances, instructions, and procedures. 

d. appropriate aircraft configuration, airspeed, and checklist items. 

e. selection, tuning, identification, and determination of operational status of ground and aircraft navigation equipment. 

f. adjustments applied to the published MDA and visibility criteria for the aircraft approach category. 

g. maintenance of altitude, airspeed, and track, where applicable. 

h. establishment and maintenance of an appropriate rate of descent during the final approach segment. 

i. factors that should be considered in determining whether: 

i. the approach should be continued straight-in to a landing; 

ii. a circling approach to a landing should be made; or 

iii. a missed approach should be performed. 

2. Exhibits instructional knowledge of common errors related to a non-precision instrument approach by describing 

a. failure to have essential knowledge of the information on the instrument approach chart. 

b. incorrect communications procedures or noncompliance with ATC clearances or instructions. 

c. failure to accomplish checklist items. 

d. faulty basic instrument flying technique. 

e. inappropriate descent below the MDA. 

3. Demonstrates and simultaneously explains a non-precision instrument approach from an instructional standpoint. 

4. Analyzes and corrects simulated common errors related to a non-precision instrument approach. 

5. Exhibits instructional knowledge on the uses of the MFD and other graphical navigational displays, if installed, to monitor position, track, wind drift, and other parameters to maintain desired flight path. 

B. PRECISION INSTRUMENT APPROACH (PA) 

REFERENCES: 14 CFR part 91; FAA-H-8083-9, FAA-H-8083-15; FAA-S-8081-4; IAP; AIM. 

Objective. To determine that the applicant: 

1. Exhibits instructional knowledge of a precision instrument approach by describing 

a. selection of the appropriate instrument approach chart. 

b. pertinent information on the selected instrument approach chart. 

c. selection, tuning, identification, and determination of operational status of ground and aircraft navigation equipment. 

d. radio communications with ATC and compliance with ATC clearances, instructions, and procedures. 

e. appropriate aircraft configuration, airspeed, and checklist items. 

f. adjustments applied to the published DH/DA and visibility criteria for the aircraft approach category. 

g. maintenance of altitude, airspeed, and track, where applicable. 

h. establishment and maintenance of an appropriate rate of descent during the final approach segment. 

i. factors that should be considered in determining whether: 

i. the approach should be continued straight-in to a landing; 

ii. a circling approach to a landing should be made; or 

iii. a missed approach should be performed. 

2. Exhibits instructional knowledge of common errors related to a precision instrument approach by describing 

a. failure to have essential knowledge of the information on the instrument approach procedure chart. 

b. incorrect communications procedures or noncompliance with ATC clearances. 

c. failure to accomplish checklist items. 

d. faulty basic instrument flying technique. 

e. inappropriate application of DH/DA. 

3. Demonstrates and simultaneously explains a precision instrument approach from an instructional standpoint. 

4. Analyzes and corrects simulated common errors related to a precision instrument approach. 

5. Exhibits instructional knowledge on the uses of the MFD and other parameters to maintain desired flight path. 

C. TASK: MISSED APPROACH 

REFERENCES: 14 CFR part 91; FAA-H-8083-9, FAA-H-8083-15; FAA-S-8081-4; IAP; AIM. 

Objective. To determine that the applicant: 

1. Exhibits instructional knowledge of a missed approach procedure by describing 

a. pertinent information on the selected instrument approach chart. 

b. conditions requiring a missed approach. 

c. initiation of the missed approach, including the prompt application of power, establishment of a climb attitude, and reduction of drag. 

d. required report to ATC. 

e. compliance with the published or alternate missed approach procedure. 

f. notification of ATC if the aircraft is unable to comply with a clearance, instruction, restriction, or climb gradient. 

g. performance of recommended checklist items appropriate to the go-around procedure. 

h. importance of positive aircraft control. 

2. Exhibits instructional knowledge of common errors related to a missed approach by describing 

a. failure to have essential knowledge of the information on the instrument approach chart. 

b. failure to recognize conditions requiring a missed approach. 

c. failure to promptly initiate a missed approach. 

d. failure to make the required report to ATC. 

e. failure to comply with the missed approach procedure. 

f. faulty basic instrument flying technique. 

g. descent below the MDA prior to initiating a missed approach. 

3. Demonstrates and simultaneously explains a missed approach from an instructional standpoint. 

4. Analyzes and corrects simulated common errors related to a missed approach. 

5. Exhibits instructional knowledge on the uses of the MFD and other graphical navigational displays, if installed, to monitor position and track to help navigate the missed approach. 
D. TASK: CIRCLING APPROACH (AIRPLANE) 

REFERENCES: 14 CFR part 91; FAA-H-8083-9, FAA-H-8083-15; FAA-S-8081-4; IAP; AIM. 

Objective. To determine that the applicant: 

1. Exhibits instructional knowledge of the elements of a circling approach by describing 

a. selection of the appropriate circling approach maneuver considering the maneuvering capabilities of the aircraft. 

b. circling approach minimums on the selected instrument approach chart. 

c. compliance with advisories, clearance instructions, and/or restrictions. 

d. importance of flying a circling approach pattern that does not exceed the published visibility criteria. 

e. maintenance of an altitude no lower than the circling MDA until in a position from which a descent to a normal landing can be made. 

2. Exhibits instructional knowledge of common errors related to a circling approach by describing 

a. failure to have essential knowledge of the circling approach information on the instrument approach chart. 

b. failure to adhere to the published MDA and visibility criteria during the circling approach maneuver. 

c. inappropriate pilot technique during transition from the circling maneuver to the landing approach. 

3. Demonstrates and simultaneously explains a circling approach from an instructional standpoint. 

4. Analyzes and corrects simulated common errors related to a circling approach.  

E. TASK: LANDING FROM A STRAIGHT-IN APPROACH 

REFERENCES: 14 CFR part 91; FAA-H-8083-9, FAA-H-8083-15; FAA-S-8081-4; IAP; AIM. 

Objective. To determine that the applicant: 

1. Exhibits instructional knowledge of the elements related to landing from a straight-in approach by describing? a. effect of specific environmental, operational, and meteorological factors. 

2. b. transition to, and maintenance of, a visual flight condition. 

3. c. adherence to ATC advisories, such as NOTAMs, wind shear, wake turbulence, runway surface, and braking conditions. 

4. d. completion of appropriate checklist items. 

5. e. maintenance of positive aircraft control. 

6. Exhibits instructional knowledge of common errors related to landing from a straight-in approach by describing 

a. inappropriate division of attention during the transition from instrument to visual flight conditions. 

b. failure to complete required checklist items. 

c. failure to properly plan and perform the turn to final approach. 

d. improper technique for wind shear, wake turbulence, and crosswind. 

e. failure to maintain positive aircraft control throughout the complete landing maneuver. 

7. Demonstrates and simultaneously explains a landing from a straight-in approach from an instructional standpoint. 

8. Analyzes and corrects simulated common errors related to landing from a straight-in approach.  

