POSTFLIGHT PROCEDURES (ASEL and ASES) 

Objective:

To teach the pilot proper procedures and technique to perform after the flight has concluded. To teach the pilot to shutdown and secure the aircraft after flight.

Content:
· Review aircraft checklists before flight

· After Landing

· See checklist or AFM/POH

· Slow to taxi speed before exiting runway

· Stop completely clear of runway to perform after landing checks

· Parking

· Park in designated location, otherwise, clear of jet blast, etc

· Engine Shutdown

· Follow procedures in AFM/POH

· Securing and Servicing

· Quick post-flight check

· Fill fuel tanks if aircraft will be inactive

· Last flight or windy conditions call for hangaring or tying down of aircraft

Things to Avoid (Common Errors):
· Hazards resulting from failure to follow recommended procedures 

· Poor planning, improper procedure, or faulty judgment in performance of postflight procedures 
References:

Airplane Flying Handbook – Chapter 2

Aircraft Flight Manual / Pilot’s Operating Handbook
Completion Standards:

The lesson is complete when the instructor, through repeated flights with the student, determines that the student has adequate knowledge of post-flight procedures.
Instructor Notes:

· Parking 
· Select a parking spot based on airport custom and be considerate of other pilots and airport personnel 

· Often times, a lineman will give signals to tell you where to taxi/park 

· Hand signals should be understood 

· Without a lineman, park so as to facilitate taxiing and parking by other planes (KAND) 

· Often the ramps are marked to show parking 

· Chock or tie down the airplane 

· Unless parking in a designated area, the pilot should select a location and heading preventing the prop or jet blast of other airplanes from striking the airplane broadside 

· Whenever possible, park into the wind 

· After stopping, in the spot/on desired heading, roll straight ahead to allow the nosewheel to straighten 

· Engine Shutdown and Securing the Cockpit 
· A flight is never complete until the engine is shutdown and the airplane is secured 

· This should be considered an essential part of every flight 

· Follow the procedures outlined on the manufacturer’s checklist for shutting down and securing 

· Read each item aloud and perform the task (Read and Do) 

· CE - Hazards resulting from failure to follow recommended procedures 

· Like always, it is very important to follow the manufacturer’s checklist 

· Follow the recommended procedures to avoid creating an unsafe situation 

· Set the parking brake to keep the plane from moving 

· Checklist: 

· Throttle Idle 

· v. Mixture Idle Cut-Off 

· Fuel Pump Off 

· vi. Magnetos Off 

· Avionics Master Off 

· vii. Master Switch Off 

· Electrical Equipment Off 

· While the engine is running, move the ignition switch from BOTH to OFF and back to BOTH 

· This ensures the magnetos are properly grounded at every engine shutdown 

· Once the engine is shutdown, secure the cockpit by gathering all personal items and trash 

· Double check that the master is off, the magnetos are off and the key has been removed, electrical equipment is off, the trim is neutral, flaps are up, and the mixture and throttle are idle 

· Deplaning Passengers 
· Ensure that passengers remain seated with their safety belts fastened until the engine is shutdown 

· They should gather personal belongings and deplane in a safe manner 

· Inform them of the safe exit from the ramp area or escort them safely off the ramp 

· Postflight Inspection 
· After shutdown and deplaning, a postflight inspection should be accomplished 

· Check the general condition of the aircraft 

· Inspect the outside for any damage that may have occurred 

· Note any discrepancies 

· For a departure, check the oil and fuel and add more if necessary 

· If the aircraft is going to be inactive, fill the tanks to prevent water condensation from forming 

· Securing the Airplane 
· If possible put the airplane in a hangar, this is the safest place for it 

· When outside, tie down the plane with the available ropes and the plane’s eyelets, or chock the wheels 

· Ensure the nosewheel is straight 

· When at a new airport, do not set the brake as FBO personnel may need to move the plane 

· Lock the airplane and tie it down or set chocks to keep it from moving 

· When leaving the plane tied down for an extended time/when expecting windy weather, use gust locks 

· This holds the controls stationary keeping the controls from violent movements in the wind 

· Lock the airplane 

· CE - Poor planning, improper procedure, or faulty judgment in performance of postflight procedures 
· Do not get rushed or practice bad habits just because it is the end of the flight 

· This task must be approached in the same professional manner as the preflight and flying procedures 

· Leaving the plane in an unsafe place, condition, situation can result in damage to the plane or a person 
